fc ;•. t ••
178          Poems ^v•yongly' assigned to Johnson.   [A.D.I?
B  ~""                                                                     —                  •        ~         -------------------        '       '         •--------------'                              ----'----------------------------
is, that his slighting character of Hanmer as an editor, in '. Observations on Macbeth, is veiy different from that in 1 ' Epitaph.' It may be said, that there is the same contrari* between the character in the Observations, and that in his o' Preface to Shakspeare1 ; but a considerable time elaps between the one publication and the other, whereas 1 Observations and the ' Epitaph' came close together. 1
others are ' To Miss---------, on her giving the Authour a g<
and   silk   net-work   Purse  of  her own  weaving;'   ' Stella Mourning ;' 'The Winter's Walk ;' 'An Ode ;' and, 'To Ly an elderly Lady.'     I am  not positive that all these were productions3;   but   as 'The  Winter's  Walk'  has  never b«
'A country gentleman of great genuity and lively fancy, but with knowledge of older literature, taste for research, and no ear for rhythm of earlier English ve amused his leisure hours by sc bling down his own and his frier guesses in Pope's Shakespeare!
2 In the Universal'Visiter, to wr Johnson contributed, the mark \vl-is affixed to some pieces unquesti ably his, is also found subjoined others, of which he certainly was the author. The mark therefore not ascertain the poems in quest to have been written by him. T were probably the productions Hawkeswortb, who, it is bcliei was afflicted with the gout, MALO
It is most unlikely that John wrote such poor poems as these, shall not easily be persuaded I the following lines are his :—
' Love warbles in the vocal gro And vegetation paints the pli
' And love and hate alike imploi The skies—" That Stella me no more."'
'The Winter's Walk'has two g lines, but these may have been ; plied by Johnson. The lines ' Lyce, an elderly Lady,' wouk written by him, have been taker
in which this paraphrase is inserted, it is stated that the Latin epitaph was written by Dr. Freind. I do not think that the English version is by Johnson. I should be sorry to ascribe to him such lines as :— ' Illustrious age ! how bright thy
glories shone, When I-Ianmcr filled the chair—
and Anne the throne.1 1 In   the   Observations, Johnson, writing1 of Hanmer, says :—' Surely the weapons of criticism ought not to be blunted against an editor who can imagine   that  be  is  restoring poetry while he is amusing himself with alterations like these :— For,—This is the sergeant
Who  like  a   good  and   hardy
soldier fought; —This is the sergeant who   . Like a right good and hardy
soldier fought.
Such hannless industry may surely be forgiven, if it cannot be praised ; may he therefore never want a monosyllable wTio can use it with such wonderful dexterity.' Johnson's Works, v. 93. In his Preface to Shakespeare published eighteen years later, he describes Hanmer as 'A man, in my opinion, eminently qualified by nature for such studies.' Ib. p. 139. The editors of the Cambridge Shakespeare
(\      vvvi^    tlllic   u/vii-p    nf   T-Tcinmpi- •----than I ought.1 Shenstone's Works (3rd edit,), iii. 73,
